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POP QUIZ!!!

What is the best way to prevent slip/falls on slippery 
surfaces?

a. Walk very carefully.

b. Keep floors and walkways clean and dry

c. Wear slip resistant shoes

d. Coat the slippery surface with non slip surface.

e. Don’t walk anywhere.

f. Both c & d above.

g. Why the heck are you asking me?

Preventing WorkplacePreventing Workplace

Slips, Trips & FallsSlips, Trips & Falls

• Statistics

• Causes

• Prevention 

• OSHA regulations relating to slip/trip/fall 

injury prevention

Bureau of Labor Statistics (www.bls.gov)
Accident Type Group

NAICS 
Sector

Total 
# of 

Claims

Total 
# of 

Claims
Total 

Incurred

Average 
Total 

Incurred

Slip/Fall . 5 5 36,227.70 $7,245.54

Accommodation and Food Services 294 294 1,274,793.53 $4,336.03

Administrative and Support and Waste Management 
and Remediat 172 172 1,310,704.40 $7,620.37

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting 49 49 165,349.59 $3,374.48

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 338 338 1,249,631.33 $3,697.13

Construction 796 796 18,005,127.55 $22,619.51

Educational Services 454 454 1,458,385.62 $3,212.30

Finance and Insurance 41 41 69,235.34 $1,688.67

Food, Beverage and Apparel Manufacturing 45 45 110,399.12 $2,453.31

Health Care and Social Assistance 592 592 2,694,467.54 $4,551.47

Information 95 95 509,143.56 $5,359.41

Management of Companies and Enterprises 8 8 59,319.99 $7,415.00

Metal and Machinery Manufacturing 195 195 909,878.41 $4,666.04

Mining 64 64 440,498.63 $6,882.79

Other Services (except Public Administration) 119 119 457,299.25 $3,842.85

Parcel Delivery and Warehousing 13 13 339,636.26 $26,125.87

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 81 81 494,778.94 $6,108.38

Public Administration 530 530 2,358,045.33 $4,449.14

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 77 77 513,744.51 $6,672.01

Retail Trade 357 357 1,811,312.76 $5,073.71

Transportation 203 203 2,185,934.23 $10,768.15

Utilities 41 41 299,512.07 $7,305.17

Wholesale Trade 197 197 902,000.33 $4,578.68

Wood, Plastics and Chemical Manufacturing 161 161 826,610.71 $5,134.23

Total Slip/Fall 4,927 4,927 38,482,036.70 $7,810.44

Report Totals 4,927 4,927 38,482,036.70 $7,810.44
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Slip/Fall Different LevelSlip/Fall Different Level

& & 

Slip/Fall into OpeningsSlip/Fall into Openings

• Unguarded floor openings or platforms

• Stepping off

• Jumping off

• Guard rails not adequate

• Lack of fall protection

• Slippery surface in combination w/level 

change

Statistics on Slips, Trips, FallsStatistics on Slips, Trips, Falls

WCF Policyholders for 
Calendar Year 2008
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Slip/Fall Liquid/GreaseSlip/Fall Liquid/Grease

• Wet floors

• Spills

• Grease buildup

• Poor housekeeping

• Floors not well maintained

• Poor footwear

Statistics on Slips, Trips, FallsStatistics on Slips, Trips, Falls

WCF Policyholders for 
Calendar Year 2008

Slip/Fall on StairsSlip/Fall on Stairs

• Poor snow/ice removal

• Stairs not maintained

• Stairs not meeting OSHA 

requirements for fixed stairs

• Hand rails not present or not 

used

• Carrying objects that limit 

vision or prevent the individual 

from holding on to hand rail

OSHA Requirements for Stairs:OSHA Requirements for Stairs:

• Must hold load of five times the normal live 
load anticipated but never less than a moving 
concentrated load of 1,000 pounds.

• 22” wide minimum

• Angle of rise between 30 and 50 degrees

• Slip-resistant treads and nosings

• Standard railings on open sided stairs, hand 
rails on closed  stairs

(29 CFR 1910.24 Walking-Working Surfaces)
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Slip/Fall Did Not FallSlip/Fall Did Not Fall

• Huh????

How can you get hurt by slipping How can you get hurt by slipping 

and not falling?and not falling?

• Muscle strains/sprains from reaction to 

imbalance.  (Whiplash type injuries)

• Hitting a body part on an object when losing 

balance

• Your PRIDE!!!
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Slip/Fall Ice or Snow

• Zero static friction to 

allow for traction

• Poorly designed 

footwear

• Poorly maintained 

parking lots & 

Walkways

• Hazardous Situation 

can build up very 

quickly

Statistics on Slips, Trips, FallsStatistics on Slips, Trips, Falls

WCF Policyholders for 
Calendar Year 2008

Slip/Fall, Ladder/Scaffold

• Using the wrong ladder or 
inappropriate scaffolding

• Ladder/scaffold not 
secure

• Reaching

• Slippery ladder/scaffold 
surface

• Not using two hands 
when climbing ladder

• Standing on top or next to 
top “rung”
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Slip/Fall Same Level

• Tripping over uneven surfaces

• Stepping down “wrong” on foot 

or rolling the ankle

• Tripping over obstructions in 

the work area

• Inappropriate footwear

• Slippery surface 

characteristics

Statistics on Slips, Trips, FallsStatistics on Slips, Trips, Falls

WCF Policyholders for 
Calendar Year 2008

Slip/Trip/Fall NOC

• All causes mentioned before and more!

• Poor housekeeping

• Inadequate footwear

• Human error

• Slippery surfaces (icy, smooth, wet, or greasy 

etc)

• Many more…
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Prevention of Slip/Trip/Falls

Prevention

• Prevention of slippery surfaces

• Use of appropriate footwear

• Prevention of tripping hazards 

and uneven surfaces-AKA: SAFE 

HOUSEKEEPING!!

• Employee awareness and 

training
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Prevention of Slippery Surfaces

• Inspect workplace for potentially slippery 

surfaces

• Measure the “slipperiness”  of walking 

surfaces

• Replace slippery surfaces with non-slip ones

• Apply a non-slip coating to slippery surfaces

• Adhere to a strict housekeeping policy with 

respect to cleaning up fluids/liquids/greases

Prevention of Slippery Surfaces

(continued)

• Adhere to strict maintenance of walk ways 

which may accumulate snow or ice.

The Slip Meter

• Instrument for measuring the coefficient of 

friction of a surface.

Replace or Coat??

• Consider cost – not only the cost of materials, 

but the cost of injuries from not acting!

• Some coating materials claim to be slip 

resistant and are not as effective as claimed.

• How long will the coating last as opposed to 

replacing the surface.

Anti-Slip Treatments

http://www.stone-network.com/anti-slip-

treatments.html
Provides a list of companies providing anti-slip 

treatments for floors.

www.stone-network.com/anti-slip-treatments.html
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Slip Resistant Surfaces

www3.3m.com

Use of Appropriate Footwear

• Have a shoe policy in place if 

necessary

• Ensure employees wear appropriate 

footwear

• Slip resistant shoes are very 

effective for wet or greasy surfaces

• Ice grippers may be appropriate for 

employees working in snowy 

conditions

Is This Appropriate Footwear?

www.shoesforcrews.com
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WCF Policyholder (Name Withheld)
Slip/Fall Injury Claims Trend

Implementation of more 
aggressive safety 
awareness program

Implementation of slip 
resistant shoe program

7 of 15  (47%) were 
Slips on Ice/Snow 
(whereas previous year 
it was only 2 out of 14)
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www.sketchers.comwww.sketchers.comwww.sketchers.comwww.sketchers.com www.srmax.com

www.walmart.com www.kmart.com

Prevention of Tripping Hazards

• Housekeeping Policy & Program which 
includes regularly scheduled housekeeping 
inspections

– Grind down uneven surfaces

– Repair pot holes in walkways and parking lots

– Maintain clear walkways

– Ensure cords, hoses  and other items are stored 
properly out of the work areas

– Organize work tools, equipment and workflow to 
ensure no tripping hazards are introduced

Prevention of Tripping Hazards
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Housekeeping Policy/Program

• See Handouts

• Inspection checklists

• Responsibility and Follow-up

REMEMBER!! A well organized, well kept work 
place is also more efficient and will have less 
down time, less injuries relating to 
housekeeping, and will in general have 
happier employees.

Employee Awareness & Training

• Employees should be responsible 

for their own work areas.

• Employees should be able to 

recognize a slip/trip/fall hazard 

specific to their work environment.

• Employees should be held 

accountable for wearing 

appropriate footwear and following 

company safety policies.

OSHA Regulations Relating to 

Slip/Trip/Fall Injury Prevention

General Industry
• 1910 Subpart D - Walking-Working Surfaces

– 1910.21 - Definitions.

– 1910.22 - General requirements.

– 1910.23 - Guarding floor and wall openings and holes.

– 1910.24 - Fixed industrial stairs.

– 1910.25 - Portable wood ladders.

– 1910.26 - Portable metal ladders.

– 1910.27 - Fixed ladders.

– 1910.28 - Safety requirements for scaffolding.

– 1910.29 - Manually propelled mobile ladder stands and 
scaffolds (towers).

– 1910.30 - Other working surfaces.

OSHA Regulations Relating to 

Slip/Trip/Fall Injury Prevention

Construction

• 1926 Subpart C – General Safety & Health  

Provisions

• 1926 Subpart L – Scaffolds

• 1926 Subpart M – Fall Protection

• 1926 Subpart X – Ladders

Additional Resources

• www.osha.gov

• http://www.cdc.gov/nasd/docs/d000001-

d000100/d000006/d000006.html

• http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz

/falls.html

• www.wcfgroup.com

Questions/Comments?

Thank You!!


